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International Ornithologists' Union partners with South Africa’s University of 
KwaZulu-Natal for 28th International Ornithological Congress® (IOCongress®)  
 
Durban, largest city in the coastal province of KwaZulu-Natal, will host ornithology's 
largest global congress in 2022 
 
For Immediate Release 
 
Baton Rouge, La., Nov. 14, 2019 ― The International Ornithologists' Union (IOU), which has 
convened the world's largest summit on avian biology since its first congress in 1884, will partner 
with the University of KwaZulu-Natal to organize the 28th IOCongress® in Durban, South Africa, 
13–19 Aug. 2022.  

Every four years, the IOCongress brings together the world's foremost ornithologists and others 
whose work advances avian biology at every level. More than 1,600 scientists and other 
professionals came together for the 2018 IOCongress in Vancouver, British Columbia. Durban 
hosted the event the one time it was convened in Africa in 1998. 

Professor Colleen T. Downs, biologist and National Research Foundation chair in ecosystem 
health at the university’s school of life sciences, will serve as convenor for the event, appointed by 
Dominique G. Homberger, IOU president and alumni professor in the department of biological 
sciences at Louisiana State University in Baton Rouge. Juan F. Masello, principal investigator in 
the department of animal ecology and systematics at the Justus Liebig University Giessen in 
Germany, will serve as chair of the IOCongress2022 scientific program committee.  

“I was involved in the IOCongress in 1998 as a young lecturer and had an amazing experience, 
making so many connections with other ornithologists worldwide,” Downs recalled. “It is an 
incredibly special honour to be hosting the IOCongress almost 25 years later in Durban, 
showcasing the growth of ornithology in Africa and giving birders an opportunity to see some of 
South Africa’s exceptional biodiversity.” 

The plan for the Durban IOCongress2022 was unanimously approved by IOU council vote in 
October 2019 after the IOU was unable to finalize plans to convene the event in Melbourne, 
Australia, which had earlier been identified as the prospective site for 2022.  

Since Durban hosted the IOCongress in 1998, the city has hosted soccer’s World Cup (2010), 
constructed a popular new beach promenade, and implemented the Durban Metropolitan Open 
Space System (D’Moss), further securing the city’s place as one of Africa’s top cities, Downs said. 
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IOCongress and International Ornithologists' Congress are registered trademarks of the 
International Ornithologists' Union.  

About the IOU and IOCongress 
The International Ornithologists’ Union (IOU) supports, promotes, and advances ornithology as a 
global discipline addressing all levels of avian biology, from ecosystems to molecules, linking basic 
and applied research, and nurturing education and outreach. Since 1884, the IOU has organised 
the International Ornithological Congress® (IOCongress®) every four years, except during the 
World Wars, as the oldest and largest international convening of ornithologists and others who 
support and advance research and scholarship in avian biology.  
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